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P re fa ce

  SiRce the Mt. Fugen ef UitzeR Volcaito
suddeRgy burst into eruption on 17 November
1990, after 198 years of qteiescence, oite year and

half have passed already. The vogcaito is,
hewever, stigl very active, coitstaktly grgwing
iava domes and giving rise te frequent pyrociastic
fiows.

  This reenewed activity of Unzen voicano not
oniy claimed the gives of 43 peepRe, ameng whem
three abie volcanologists are iRcluded, but alsc
has made havec of weakhy gand aitd peacefui life
iR the Shimabara area, West Kyushu.
  Soen after this catastrophic eruption, Mount
Pinata}be iR Luzelt Island, Philgppines, which gs
claimed to be related to the westward subductieit
of the Phiiippine Sea Plate beReath the Eurasia
Pgate as is Unzept VolcaBo, made agso cXmactic
expiosions in Ju"e 1991.
  Such unexpected events have eitcouraged gs to
urgently colgect as much scientific infermatioit of

the Uitzen eruptien as possibae in order te
support effective geehazard assessment and
mitigation ef devastating vogcanic disasters.

  For this p"rpose, many important reports and
documeRts including original data, which cover
varieus aspects ofthe Uitzeit eruptioit, have beeR

contributed, surprisgngly rapidly, mainiy by
speciaiists from various discipiines of Kyushu
University. Therefore, this book is mest vivid
and informative in maity respects.
  The editors wish te thank the contributers for
their efforts to prepare papers on time.
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