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A Study of “Saisei-in” under the Government-General of Korea
— Focusing on the “Moa-bu” —

Yong-Sub Kim

The “Moa-bu” (department for the blind, deaf and dumb) in “Saisei-in” (institution for the
orphans, blind, deaf and dumb) under the Government-General of Korea was significant to the
process of the establishment of “special education” in Korea. The purpose of this study is to give
a clear picture of the facts of “special education” provided by the Government-General of Korea.
This is done through examination of the process of founding the Moa-bu in Saisei-in; its develop-
ment, status and education. At the same time it would reveal some unknown aspects of education
under Japanese colonial system.

Following major points are discussed in this study:

1. Saisei-in was established in 1911 as a part of Japanese colonial policy. It started with only
one department to foster orphans. The Moa-bu was added later on. When founded, one objective
of Saisei-in was to provide care for orphans and education for the blind, deaf and dumb.

2. Primarily documents published by the Government-General of Korea were used to unveil
the character of this Moa-bu. It became evident that this Moa-bu served basically to provide
“special education” and “protection for abnormal children” within the framework of social
work. Actually, it appears to served more or less to protect abnormal children rather than
making strides in the field of education.

3. The Moa-bu of Saisei-in was the only public institution for the disabled in Korea under
Japanese colonial rule. The institution had never been given recognition as a regular school until
colonial rule ended in August 1945.

4. The educational purpose of the Moa-bu was to provide general education to the blind, deaf
and dumb children and help them to acquire necessary skills for daily living. The period required
for graduation was three years for the “Mo-honka” (course for the blind), five years for the
“A-honka” (course for the deaf and dumb) and one year for the “Sokusei-ka” (crash course for the
blind). No entrance examination was there to evaluate academic ability.

5. The founding objectives in curriculum reflect a great deal of importance placed on the
Japanese language and practical education including vocational skills. The purpose of civics and
common knowledge education was served through various materials as geography, science and
agriculture which were included in the Japanese language lessons. Practice and practical knowl-

edge applications were emphasized in the teaching policy. According to the nature of their
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handicap, practice to enhance sensory motor functions such as touching and hearing were
practised for blind students. For teaching deaf and dumb students, sign language was mainly used
with some silent mouthing. These findings to educate the students indicate at aiming to be good
and obedient citizens; and the institution helped them to acquire basic skills necessary for leading
independent lives.

6. Most students from the Mo-honka were self-employed after graduation as practitioners of
acupuncture and massage; and those from the A-honka were engaged in sewing of western, Japa-
nese clothes or agriculture.

7. The students of the Moa-bu (Mo-honka) in Saisei-in were given the license to practice
massage, acupuncture, and moxibustion upon graduation without tests. While the students of
private schools for the blind, deaf and dumb were required to pass tests to obtain a license.

8. The students enrolled in the Moa-bu were not only Koreans but Japanese also those who

were living in Korea, and it was co-educational.
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