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How Comprehensive Learning is being Carried out, and
What Its Problem is

—Through a Survey of 1,718 Elementary and Junior High School Teachers in Oita Prefecture —

Zikumaru Yushi ¢ Ito Yasuhiro - Ohmori Mieko + Miura Tetsuo

Teruyama Katsuya + Tashiro Megumi
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Abstract From August through September in 2005, we sent questionnaires to teachers of 66 elementary schools
and 32 junior high schools in Oita prefecture about how they understand and practice integrating studies. 1,718
teachers (31% of teachers in elementary schools and junior high schools of the prefecture) returned them. What we
found out are as follows. They practice integrating studies in an experienced way through trial and error. They
have many more problems to solve than in subject studies. Above all, teachers view integrating studies very
differently depending on the elementary school or the junior high school where they teach. This difference is
reflected both in how they cope with integrating studies and in the way integrating studies are built into the
curriculum. The present paper introduces and discusses how teachers practice integrating studies and how they

should treat them in the future.
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