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Summary

A new program was introduced in 2002, which is ‘Shinrinseibi Chiikikatsudo Shien Kofkin
(abbr. Forest Grant)’. The program has the three different features from the past forest pol-
icy. Firstly, it is linked to the forest planning system. Secondly, grants are paid directly to
not only forest owners but others who make consigning contracts with forest owners and es-
tablish forest operation plan. Thirdly, the methods of the concrete enforcement are left up to
the local governments’ discretion. As a result, there are a lot of operational procedures of the
grant.

The aim of this paper is to analyze actual conditions of the utilization of ‘Forest Grant’
based on community in Fuji town and to discuss about the system issues. For small-scale for-
est owners, the ‘Forest Grant’ functioned successfully in providing a good opportunity to reaf-
firm the significance of forest management. But it became clear that ‘Forest Grant’ have
some problems, such as incompatible listed regional activity menus with the level of the forest
management. The system should be reformed to be able to utilize ‘Forest Grant’ more flexi-
bly according to the actual communities’ needs.





