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The Correlational Study of Children's Proto-communicative Acts and
Maternal Contingent/Responsive and Initiative Behaviors

Maki Mohri  (Graduate school of Human-Enviroment Studies, Kyvushu University)
Hiroyuki Ohno (Faculty of Human-Enviroment Studies, Kvushu University)

This study examined the relation between children's spontaneous proto-communicative acts and their mother's
behaviors. 30 mothers and their 17-20 months participated in this study. A variety of maternal behaviors were observed
in mother-child play interactions at home, and categorized from the view point of mother's gaze directions, and contin-
gent/responsive behaviors and initiative behaviors to their children. Children’s proto-communicative acts were ob-
served in three kinds of toy presentation situations, and classified into proto-declarative acts, proto-imperative acts, and
information-seeking acts. The correlation coefficients of these three variables with maternal gaze directions and behav-
iors were calculated. As a result, children’s proto-declarative acts were significantly correlated with maternal gaze
direction to their children's faces and behaviors. And then, correlations of children's proto-declarative acts with mater-
nal contingent/responsive and initiative behaviors were significant (r = .44, p <.05; r = -.36, p < .05). In addition, the
correlation coefficients of children's proto-declarative pointing, showing, utterance, and looking with maternal behav-
iors, gaze directions were calculated. Mother's contingent/responsive behaviors and gazes to the same objects as their
children's gaze were significantly correlated to children’s proto-declarative utterances and lookings. These results sug-
gest that maternal attentive lookings and contingent responses to children's behaviors facilitate children's proto-de-
clarative acts, especially proto-declarative utterances and lookings.

Keywords: mother-child interaction, proto-communicative acts, maternal contingent/responsive and initiative behav-
ior
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