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How do discussion goals determine the pattern of discussion unfolding and process ?

—A pattern analysis approach—

Shunichi Maruno (Faculty of human-environment studies, Kyushu university)
Junichi Ikuta and Kenichiro Hori (Graduate school of human-environment studies, Kyushu university)

The purpose of this study was twofold: (1) to analyze how differently discussion unfolds, depending upon

its goal and (2) to classify and characterize the pattern of discussions that unfold differently by goals, at the
macro-level (i.e., the continual process of accessing whether causal links exist between topics) and micro-level
(i.e., the continual process of detecting logical descripancies within a topic). Five college students each in 6
groups were instructed to discuss for 30 minutes what kind of consequences ‘Abolition of the current college
entrance examination system' might lead to, after 2 of 6 groups received either one of the following instructions
for 3 discussion goals: Convergence goal ( “Reach a group decision by examining all possible consequences and
selecting the most influential one” ), Divergence goal ( “Pint out at least 5 problems caused by the abolition
after examinig all possible consequences” ), and no goal ( “Discussion all posible consequences freely” ).
Main findings were as follows: (1) patterns of discussion unfolding depended upon both the frequency of
collective reflective thinking and given goal, (2) 4 patterns were discerned and characterized by how frequently

one engaged in accessing at the macro-level and detecting at the micro-level: (a) Redundant Pattern, (b) Stand-

still Pattern, (c) Zigzag Pattern, and (d) Spiral Patterns.
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