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LEARNING FROM FREUD’S CASE “DORA”

OSAMU KITAYAMA, B. M.

In recent times the Dora case, the first of Freud’s great analytic cases which used to
be a model for psychoanalytic students, has received critical attention from psychoana-
lytic scholars such as P.Mahony whose detailed and brilliant works have really inspired
the author to write this article. The author at first summarizes the case history, and
several critical points, which vigilant critics have made in regard to Freud’s understand-
ings and treatments of the case, including the significant omission of Dora’s mother from
the case description and the absence of Freud's awareness of the conspiratorial alliance
with the father and Mr.K. In the rest, the author argues that the linguistic understand-
ing and usage of the ambiguities and metaphorical structures of her wordings, in spite of
the critical points, should be what we can learn most from the case report to grasp psy-

chopathology of neurotic cases including hysterics and psychosomatics.
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