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Reflections After Completing
My Doctoral Dissertation

Ji Wan JEONG

(Faculty of Social and Cultural Studies, Academic researcher Kyushu University)

Completing my doctoral dissertation at Kyushu
University marked both the conclusion of a long
academic journey and the completion of my research life
within the Graduate School of Integrated Sciences for
Global Society (ISGS). During my doctoral program,
I experienced a research environment that differed in
many respects from my previous training in Korea, and
this experience played an important role in shaping my
approach to research.

One of the most significant differences I noticed was
the research culture. During my master’s studies in
Korea, it was common for key samples or analytical work
to be outsourced to external institutions. In contrast,
research at Kyushu University emphasized taking full
responsibility for each sample, from initial preparation to
final interpretation. Through this process, I learned the
importance of carefully handling samples, understanding
analytical procedures in detail, and maintaining
consistency throughout the entire research workflow.
This approach helped me develop a higher level of
technical expertise and attention to detail, which became
a strong foundation for my doctoral research.

In terms of research environment, I believe that
Kyushu University offers an exceptionally supportive
setting for graduate students. Access to well-maintained
analytical facilities, guidance from experienced
faculty members, and an atmosphere that encourages
independent research allowed me to concentrate fully
on my work. Conducting my doctoral research in such
an environment was academically demanding but highly
rewarding.

At the same time, there were challenges. As a
student enrolled in the international course, I began

my doctoral program without being fully proficient in

Japanese. This occasionally made it difficult to respond
quickly when analytical instruments displayed warning
messages or error notifications in Japanese, and I recall
moments of confusion when unexpected issues occurred
during analyses. Through these experiences, I became
increasingly aware of the importance of language skills
in conducting experimental research in Japan. However,
I was not able to study Japanese as thoroughly as I
had hoped by the end of my doctoral program, which
remains a personal regret. Based on my experience,
I would recommend that students in the international
course make continuous efforts to study Japanese
alongside their research, as it can greatly facilitate daily
research activities and communication.

After completing my doctoral dissertation and
reflecting on these experiences, I continued to engage
with the academic community through conferences and
educational activities. A particularly memorable moment
during this period was my presentation at the 2025 Fall
Meeting of the Geological Society of Korea in Jeju (Fig.
1), which was my first major academic conference after

completing my PhD.

Figure 1. Presentation at the 2025 Fall Meeting
of the Geological Society of Korea, held in Jeju
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The feedback and discussions following the
presentation were helpful in refining my future research
directions. In addition, I was invited to give a career
seminar for third- and fourth-year undergraduate
students at Jeonbuk National University, where I had
completed both my undergraduate and master’s degrees

(Fig. 2) . During this seminar, I shared my experiences

Figure 2. Career seminar for
undergraduate students (3rd-4th year)
at Jeonbuk National University

of studying abroad, the differences in research culture
between Korea and Japan, and the importance of
perseverance during graduate studies. I emphasized
that research paths are not always linear and that
uncertainty is a natural part of the process. This
opportunity allowed me to summarize the lessons I
learned during my doctoral studies at Kyushu University
in a practical and accessible way.

Throughout this period, I continued supporting ongoing
collaborative projects and developing new research
themes. These efforts eventually led to an opportunity
to pursue postdoctoral research focusing on Paleozoic
to Mesozoic crustal evolution. This position represents a
continuation of the research direction developed during
my doctoral studies at Kyushu University.

Looking back, my time as a doctoral student at ISGS
taught me that growth as a researcher does not occur
through major accomplishments alone, but through
persistent curiosity, steady effort, and the support of
colleagues and mentors. I am deeply grateful for the
academic environment and support I received at Kyushu
University, and I hope that my experience will be helpful
to current and future students—particularly those in
the international course—as they navigate their own

research paths.
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