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In a sense Japan owes everything to China. But it is in the same sense that the nations of the West may be
said to owe everything to Judsea, Greece, and Rome. Only a race of the finest creative gift as well as the finest
susceptibility could have been able to do what the Japanese have done; their art, even when most closely
following Chinese example has always in it something of native mood and fibre. That they should have kept
so close to Chinese tradition for many centuries and yet have produced a variation so alive and so
continuously and freshly inventive, proves their unique docility. It is a superficial view which sees in a
painter like Ingres only an inferior imitation of Raphael; and it is a superficial view which sees in the art of
Japan only an inferior imitation of China. Even in the periods in which the main aim of Japanese masters
was to emulate the Chinese the adored, there is always that spontaneous difference which reveals a creative
element. But for my present purpose I shall single out only those phases of Japanese art which are most
purely Japanese.
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