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Abstract

This paper explores the emerging field of ontological
design as a way to reorient design practice toward the
question of “being” and the future. Modern design has
largely focused on the efficient development of tools,
neglecting its own purpose and reinforcing dominant
values. Drawing on Escobar’s critique of Western du-
alism and Willis’s notion of “worlding,” ontological
design emphasizes that humans and tools shape one
another in a circular process, rejecting the separation
of the subject and the object. This perspective reso-
nates with Heidegger’s theory of tool-being, where
spatiality emerges from embodied relationships ra-
ther than objective coordinates. Furthermore, Fry’s
notion of “defuturing” highlights how modern design
colonizes the future by projecting present values onto
it. However, Heidegger’s idea of the “closed future”
reveals that confronting finitude can collapse instru-
mental temporality and disclose itself. In this collapse,
designers recover authenticity by returning to their
history, uncovering unrealized “wellness.” and open-
ing new possibilities for design rooted in tradition and
locality. Hence, the paper reflects on the ethics of de-
sign. Designers must accept the groundlessness of
their practice, resisting the compulsion to control or
justify. They should instead cultivate attentiveness,
humility, and openness. Thus, ontological design
points toward a theory of time and practice that af-
firms the “well-being.”
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