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Findings and Challenges of Genfiikei Research in Psychology: Insights from Diverse Fields and Future Directions
Kodai Morita (Graduate School of Human-Environment Studies, Kyushu University)
Reiji Sasaki (Faculty of Human-Environment Studies, Kyushu University)

This study reviews the literature on genflikei (“primal landscapes™) to systematically organize psychological re-
search findings, examine issues using insights from other disciplines, and present future directions. Genfukei research
originated in literature and later expanded into six additional fields—cultural anthropology, agriculture, psychology, ar-
chitecture, geography, and education—resulting in seven domains. After outlining trends in these areas, we grouped psy-
chological findings into nine categories: components, spatial structures, recollection experiences, drawing experiences,
narrative experiences, imagery experiences, meanings and functions, periods of experience, and projection, healing, and
loss. The discussion identified three main challenges: the unclear conceptual framework of genfuikei, limited understand-
ing of recollection experiences, and ambiguity in distinguishing between “meaning” and “function.” We reconsidered
these issues using evidence from other fields. We conclude that a comprehensive understanding of genfuikei requires at-
tention to five interrelated perspectives: conceptual framework, modes of viewing, recollection experiences, meanings,

and functions.
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