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In April of 2025, | returned to Fukuoka after spending more than a decade and a half living in Sapporo, where |
taught and conducted interdisciplinary, empirical, and comparative research on the impact of intellectual property
protection on cultural production and the development of new information and communication technologies at
the Hokkaido University Graduate School of Law.

Before returning, | had mixed feelings and high expectations, as Fukuoka was the
first place | called home when | arrived in Japan more than a quarter of a century ago
to begin my academic career. | spent several wonderful years here exploring
Japanese culture and history, as well as the natural beauty of Kyushu Island.

Coming back from the snow country, | was struck by how much had changed since

my time here—so many things were different from what | remembered. While I still
cherish my fond memories of the Hakozaki campus from my doctoral studies there, |

was deeply impressed by the new Ito Campus. After many years of hearing about \
plans to move to a new campus, those dreams have finally come true.

Another positive impression was witnessing the significant improvements made to the English-taught programs in
our legal department. They have truly matured during those years of my absence, offering many new and
interesting courses alongside bright students from around the world. They have now reached an entirely new level. |
look forward to contributing by teaching courses on international and comparative intellectual property law, as well
as comparative private law.
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