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Historical evolution and characteristics of the airline network in Japan

s PR
Ryo Fukuda*

The expansion of airline networks, which directly connect cities to each other, is important in terms of promoting
regional innovation through the pipeline of people and information, expanding transportation zones, and welcoming
tourists from abroad. In this study, policies affecting the airline network were organized in terms of regulation and
airport development, and then how the actual airline network has changed over the period 1969-2019. The results
revealed that on domestic routes, commuter airlines are expanding their network in some cities such as Sapporo,
Fukuoka, and Naha at the same time as Tokyo. On interational routes, it was shown that Tokyo's monopolization is
easing, and Osaka is now connecting to cities that Tokyo does not connect to.
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