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1.  Introduction

While the Black Lives Matters (BLM) social movement is said to originate as far back as 2013 (Howard 

University School of Law, 2023), it was not until the riots of 2020 following the controversial death of a 

Black man named George Floyd at the hands of a White police officer that “BLM” became a household 

name.  Big Business (Livingston, 2020; Jan, McGregor, & Hoyer, 2021), academia (Hadden, 2020), and  

even pro sports (Penzeymoog, 2021) invested huge sums of time and resources – human and financial – in 

their support for the BLM movement.  The implicit narrative was, and continues to be, that White 1 

America itself and all its institutions were complicit in Floyd’s death and had to atone for their sins, with 

academics given platforms in prominent publications such as Time Magazine to project a collective guilt 

upon White Americans for failing to end the “systemic racism” that has resulted in the perceived mis-

treatment of Blacks like Floyd (e.g., Nolan, 2020).

Unsurprisingly, this kind of rhetoric evoked a backlash from many White Americans, especially 

online, where memes such as “White Lives Matter” have proliferated in response to what has been per-

ceived as an unfair attack on White people and White identity.  To the uninitiated, slogans such as “White 

Lives Matter” may seem relatively uncontroversial.  Nevertheless, it has been labelled “a white 
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supremacist phrase” (n.d.), by none other than the (Jewish) Anti-Defamation League (ADL), a highly 

influential and powerful civil rights “watchdog” group.  And the ADL’s opinions carry weight: their CEO 

just recently confirmed that his organization “helped to write the National Strategy to Counter 

Antisemitism released by the Biden administration. . .  working as well with the Trump administration” 

(Menahan, 2025).

As another illustrative example of how expressions of non-self-loathing White identity (“NWI,” here-

after) are viewed by the Establishment, the posting of flyers with another seemingly innocuous state-

ment, “It’s okay to be White,” have led to university students being expelled (e.g., Martinez-Keel, 2019) 

or serious investigations by law enforcement as well as public disavowals from university administrators 

(e.g., Cook, 2019; Griffith, 2019).  Contrast this with the undeniable ubiquity and acceptance of BLM pro-

paganda present in just about every facet of American life for years after; only recently (Khalil & Martin, 

2025) has the slogan in giant yellow letters been removed from a street just one block away from the 

White House in Washington D.C., which had come to be known as “Black Lives Matter Plaza.” Through 

this example, coupled with the fact that BLM-messaging via protests was encouraged by public health 

officials even during the height of COVID-19 restrictions in the U.S. (e.g., Diamond, 2020), one would be 

hard-pressed to deny a race-based double standard towards analogous slogans – and their accompanying 

ideation – by mainstream Anglophone society.

From where did these disparate attitudes evolve then? For one, the previous study (Wroblewski, 

2024) has demonstrated quite conclusively that in online news coverage of stories containing NWI expres-

sions such as those above, keyword lists of the most frequently occurring vocabulary in such contexts 

consisted largely of provocative, highly subjective and negative nouns and adjectives, with what could be 

described as ad hominem attacks such as “racist” and “anti-semite” featuring conspicuously throughout.  

In particular, “White nationalism / nationalist” – often conflated with and used interchangeably with 

“White supremacy / supremacist” – seemed to provoke an extremely vigorous response from online news 

websites.  For example, negatively connoted and / or subjective keyword “themes” (e.g., synonymous 

terms such as “far-right” or “right-wing” or different versions of the same lemma) that reoccurred in 

multiple keyword lists were collated, and their rankings in each respective keyword list were recorded.  

In the four lists for White nationalist and White nationalism (both noun and adjective keyword lists), almost 

all of the negative recurring themes occurred therein, often multiple times.  In other words, of all the 

expressions associated with NWI, terms signifying the idea of racially conscious Whites organizing politi-

cally for their own self-interests seemed to elicit the most multifaceted and widespread response in online 

news coverage.

And inevitably, wherever and whenever a journalist writes a story about “White Lives Matter” spray-

painted on the side of a barn or a suspicious piece of plain white paper affixed to a random telephone pole 

with the “It’s okay to be White” slogan, one of two watchdog groups is quoted: the aforementioned ADL 

and / or the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) (e.g., Schwartz, 2019; Stockler, 2020).  These groups, 

almost without fail, authoritatively designate any such sentiment as “White nationalist propaganda” or 

label the perpetrators as presumably belonging to a “White nationalist hate group.” Like the ADL (Anti-

Defamation League, 2024), the SPLC is extremely well-funded, with an endowment of more than $730 

million in 2024 (Southern Poverty Law Center, 2025a), funding its involvment in almost 150 legal cases 
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(Southern Poverty Law Center, 2025b).  Its influence is such that the U.S. Congressional House 

Committee on Oversight and Accountability highlighted the fact that SPLC representatives visited the 

White House at least eleven times in a three year span (House Committee on Oversight and Government 

Reform, 2023), suggesting that the SPLC’s designations carry weight with the Executive Branch of the 

U.S. Government and that the Center exerts influence at the highest levels of government.

Nevertheless, one might argue that, in theory at least, watchdog groups like the ADL and SPLC do 

have their place, provided they operate in a fair and balanced manner.  If this was indeed the case, one 

might expect that other racially conscious – and potentially exlusionary – political movements like Black 

nationalism also be viewed with appropriate suspicion by the two most prominent watchdogs, with the 

comensurate provision of resources that such monitoring would entail, including media coverage.  

However, this does not seem to be the case.  For instance, a quick perusal of the SPLC’s Hate Map (2025c) 

shows that the organization does not even track Black nationalist groups anymore, or any other 

non-White racial nationalist groups for that matter (more on that later), but applies intense scrutiny 

to “White nationalists” (Southern Poverty Law Center, 2025d).  Do groups such as the SPLC and ADL 

focus exclusively on potential White “extremists” while turning a blind eye to Black ones? Does this 

subsequently provide cues for how online news websites decide how to cover matters of racial 

nationalism?

In the present study, virtual corpora were created using the News on the Web (NOW) Corpus of 

English-language online news articles (Davies, 2016-) to discover if there was a tendency for said media to 

disproportionately focus on policing White,  but not Black, “nationalist” groups or ideologies, using the 

number of quotes from the ADL and SPLC as a metric.

2.  Methods

An exhaustive survey of English-language internet news sites was conducted in late January 2025 using 

the NOW Corpus, which consists of tens of billions of words from online publications in 20 countries from 

2010 to the present, updated on a daily basis.  Additionally, the English-Corpora.org host site allows for the 

quick creation of specialized sub-corpora that can be further analyzed, all via a free, easy to use interface 

that also simplifies replication of research findings.  The NOW Corpus has been used for the creation of 

and analysis of sub-corpora on related topics in previous, related research (Wroblewski, 2024).

Accordingly, two virtual corpora (Davies, 2023) were created through NOW’s “Find texts” sub-corpus 

generation option, using the search terms anti-defamation league and southern poverty law center.  Thus, 

any articles containing either of these phrases would populate the corresponding virtual corpus.  These 

virtual corpora will henceforth be referred to as “ADL Corpus” and “SPLC Corpus,” respectively.  It was 

deemed unnecessary to create separate, additional virtual corpora using the search terms “ADL” and 

“SPLC” as presumably, these acronyms would not be used in an article without first defining the full name 

of each organization.

ADL Corpus and SPLC Corpus were then searched respectively to determine the number of occur-

rences and articles which contained the lemmas white nationalis* or black nationalis*.  Inclusion of an 

asterisk (*) permitted the simultaneous extraction of different forms of the same word, e.g, “White 
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nationalist” and  “White nationalism.” The number of unique occurrences of each search term as well as 

the unique number of articles for each was then recorded.  Occurrences / articles that were obvious 

repeats were manually reviewed and subtracted from the totals.

3.  Results

The ADL Corpus and SPLC Corpus had 5,589,325 and 6,489,800 words, respectively, and both consisted 

of 5,000 unique articles, which is the maximum number which can be extracted to create one virtual 

corpus at present using NOW.

Searches of both corpora demonstrated a very large disparity in occurrences (and article numbers) 

for each search term along racial lines.  First, in ADL Corpus, there were 1,368 occurrences (809 unique 

articles) of white nationalis* but only 27 (22) of black nationalis* (Fig.1).  In SPLC Corpus, there were 

2,709 occurrences (1,429 unique articles) of white nationalis* but only 89 (54) of black nationalis* (Fig.2). 

The breakdown of each search term by word form can be seen in Appendices 1-4.

Fig. 1: �Occurences of “nationalism,” 
“nationalist(s),” etc. in ADL Corpus: 
White vs. Black

Fig. 2: �Occurences of “nationalism,” 
“nationalist(s),” etc. in SPLC Corpus: 
White vs. Black

4.  Discussion

The present study used a vast corpus of online news articles to confirm a tendency for the English-

language news media to disproportionately focus on policing White,  but not Black, “nationalist” groups or 

ideologies, using number of references to or quotes from the two most influential “social justice” / “civil 

rights” watchdog groups in the U.S. – the ADL and the SPLC – as a metric.  Two specialized sub-corpora, 

one for articles with mentions of the ADL and one for the SPLC were created, and the number of news 

items with each of the following search terms was recorded for each corpus: white nationalis* and black 

nationalis*.  The results seem to support the hypothesis that a great many more resources – at least in 

terms of number of news pieces – are devoted to monitoring potential “hate groups” when they are White.
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Percentagewise, in the ADL Corpus, of all the articles focusing on a racial nationalist “threat,” 98.1% 

of occurrences were of the “White” variety.  In the SPLC Corpus, white nationalis* accounted for 96.8% of 

all occurrences.  This is a striking disparity, even when accounting for differences in population, in which 

non-Hispanic Whites account for 58.4% of the U.S. population while Blacks represent only 13.7% (U.S. 

Census Bureau, 2024).  All other things being equal, this would mean that, using the current metric, 

Whites should be over-represented by a factor of around 4.3, far less than what can be seen from the 

present data.  To what, then, can this glaring difference be attributed? While there are numerous possible 

explanations, perhaps necessitating a standalone academic treatise of its own, some of the most obvious 

candidates will be examined below in the limited space available.

One possibility is that there are simply more “White nationalist incidents” to report; perhaps there 

are more Whites than Blacks that would identify as racial nationalists.  However, is there data to support 

this supposition?

Unfortunately, it is extremely difficult to provide membership numbers for either, as there seems to 

be a dearth of reliable data, especially for individuals.  One estimate by a reporter for The New Yorker 

(Kirkpatrick, 2024) reported that “scholars who study the far right say that only about a hundred thousand 

Americans actively participate in organized White nationalist groups,” though it is unclear who these 

experts are and how they arrived at that number.  Even if that number was correct, based on current popu-

lation estimates (United States Census Bureau, 2025) that would mean about 0.03% of Americans were 

active White nationalists.  The more rigorous studies and polls seem to rely mostly upon proxies such as 

predictors for nationalist views, instead of number of active adherents who might actually espouse or act 

upon those views in public.  For example, a National Consult national tracking poll (2021, p. 28) found that 

23% of Republican-leaning male voters and 17% of Democrat ones – have a “favorable view” (emphasis 

mine) of White nationalists (Fearnow, 2021).

The most detailed data that do exist are for groups, not individuals, and these data are compiled by 

the SPLC themselves, who have been previously accused of political biases (e.g., Schreckinger, 2017) 

and exaggerating threats to increase fundraising from gullible donors (O’Neil, 2020).  In the SPLC’s “The 

Year in Hate & Extremism 2023” annual report (2024), there were 165 “active white nationalist groups” in 

the United States.  In contrast, their most recent data on record (2018) for “Black nationalists” was 264 

chapters (Southern Poverty Law Center, 2019).  Confusingly, the SPLC then began to refer to these 

groups exclusively as “Black separatist” the following year, when the number decreased slightly to 255 

(2020a).  To further complicate matters, shortly after, the SPLC’s Intelligence Project (IP) announced it 

would be “collapsing (emphasis mine) the Black Separatist listings and be reclassifying them under hate 

ideologies that better describes the nature of the harm that their rhetoric inflicts” (Southern Poverty Law 

Center, 2020b) – more on that later.  In other words, a visitor to the SPLC’s current Hate Map site can no 

longer see how many Black hate groups exist.  Those that used to be classified racially as “Black national-

ist / separatist” are now diffusely distributed – one might even say “diluted” – among ideologies such as 

“Antisemitism,” perhaps as a way of making 255 look smaller in comparison to the number of “White 

Nationalist” groups (165).  At any rate, if number of such groups is used as a proxy for membership 

numbers, using the SPLC’s own numbers, arguably there are more Black nationalists in America than 

White nationalists, making the online press’s almost exclusive focus on reports of White nationalist 
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activity even more puzzling.

Another plausible explanation for the glaring discrepancy in the current data is that non-self-loathing 

expressions of racial identity – which would undoubtedly feature in and underpin racial nationalism – are 

treated differently by the news media in general, depending on which race is involved.  In the previous 

study, online news coverage featuring expressions such as “White Lives Matter” featured vocabulary 

such as “neo-Nazi, “antisemitism,” and “supremacist” at the top of frequency-based keyword lists 

(Wroblewski, 2024).  One need only compare this treatment to that of the phrase “Black Lives Matter” 

just a few years ago, summarized aptly by the Washington Post (Deal, Samuels, & Craig, 2020) as follows:

The three words were once a controversial rallying cry against racial profiling and police violence.  

Now, “Black lives matter” is painted in bright yellow letters on the road to the White House.  

Celebrities and chief executives are embracing it.  Even Sen. Mitt Romney, a Republican former 

presidential candidate, posted the phrase on Twitter.

Not only that, but in the same study above (Wroblewski, 2024), the terms “White nationalism” and “White 

nationalist” were themselves featured in contexts in which pejoratives like “neo-Nazi” and “supremacist” 

were the most frequently occurring vocabulary.   This might explain why there are so few online news 

items in which the ADL and SPLC are quoted as expert testimony in matters related to Black nationalism: 

it is not viewed in quite as threatening terms by the establishment media in general, at least not when 

compared to White nationalism, and thus not covered to the same degree.

A final possibility is that these two watchdog groups themselves, not necessarily the media, view and 

police the two movements differently, perhaps viewing Black nationalism more benignly than White 

nationalism.  There is a surprising amount of support for this particular explanation, necessitating a closer 

examination of each group’s comparative threat assessment of the two forms of racial nationalism.

First, the ADL and its outspoken CEO Jonathan Greenblatt have spoken profusely about the potential 

threat of White nationalism in hyperbolic – bordering on ridiculous – terms.  In a 2020 speech before the 

ADL’s annual Never is Now Summit on Antisemitism and Hate, Greenblatt detailed the ADL’s policies to 

fight not only extremism in general but White nationalism specifically, calling on the U.S. government to 

bring “the same energy and intensity to the fight against white nationalist terror as it has done in the past 

in the fight against radical Islamist terror” (Greenblatt, 2020, para. 27).  Not only that, but Greenblatt has 

taken to social media saying “#whitesupremacy is terrorism, a clear and present danger to the homeland” 

(Greenblatt, 2021).  In one of his countless appearances on American national television, Greenblatt upped 

the ante, saying that “White supremacy is a global terror threat, plain and simple” (MSNBC, 2019, 3:46), 

later calling it “a transnational terrorist threat that could engulf us all” (Greenblatt, 2019, para. 1).

In contrast, similarly vitriolic quotes from the ADL or Greenblatt about the threat of Black national-

ism are far harder to come by.  While the ADL and Greenblatt have taken to American national television 

and prominent social media outlets to decry the evils of White nationalism and have even made it a central 

focus of their annual reports and conferences, any mention of Black nationalist groups such as the Nation 

of Islam are mostly limited to glossary entries on the ADL website and other “back page” contexts, and 

their largely descriptive nature lack the propagandistic or polemical quality of their White nationalism 
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output.  For example:

The Nation of Islam (NOI), the oldest Black nationalist organization in the United States, has main-

tained a consistent record of antisemitism and bigotry since its founding in the 1930s.  Under Louis 

Farrakhan, who has espoused and promoted antisemitism, bigotry, and anti-LGBTQ+ animus 

throughout his 40-year tenure as the NOI’s leader, the organization has used its programs, institu-

tions, and media to disseminate its message of hate (Anti-Defamation League, 2021).

In at least one instance in which Greenblatt did directly address Black nationalists via the mass media 

before a national audience, he seemed to engage in apologia on their behalf, making measured, careful 

distinctions between the “good” and “bad” ones (Breakfast Club Power 105.1 FM, 2022, 42:45).  The 

Black Hebrew Israelites, perhaps best known for social media clips in which they can be seen standing 

in crowded public spaces berating non-Black passersby with vile racial epithets (Asian Dawn, 2024) were 

described by Greenblatt simply as “the guys in Times Square who observe [Judaism] in a way that is not 

so traditional, I would say” (Breakfast Club Power 105.1 FM, 2022, 43:00).  Perhaps tellingly, Greenblatt 

later talked about the “deep history” of “shared values” between the Black and Jewish communities, even 

having “common enemies” (49:00).

In the case of the SPLC, their biases are even more transparent.  Regarding the 2020 decision to no 

longer include a “Black separatist” category on their Hate Map (Southern Poverty Law Center, 2020b):

IP hopes by dropping this listing we can lead by example and be able to contribute to a more accurate 

understanding of violent extremism, one that foregrounds white supremacist extremism as the most 

dangerous threat to national security (emphasis mine).

In other words, less focus will be placed on Black groups to highlight the real threat: White identity groups.

The same 2020 report shed more light on their prejudices with apologia for Black separatists:

The Black Separatist listing created a color line bias, separating hate and extremism by race and 

granting the appearance of a false equivalency of equal hate on both sides.  But the hate is not equal.  

Black separatism was born out of valid anger against very real historical and systemic oppression.  Black 

people in the U.S. have rarely experienced having a power structure that represents them.  However, white 

nationalism has held historical, systemic and institutional power for hundreds of years in this 

country. . . Black separatism is a response to white supremacy and white nationalism (emphasis mine).

While intriguing, the current treatise on the disproportionate policing of White movements by these 

two prominent watchdog groups is not without its limitations.  For example, delving deeper into the moti-

vations behind these double standards is beyond the scope of the current study, perhaps necessitating a 

book unto itself.  In short, at least in the case of the ADL – an explicitly Jewish group – its biases might 

result from longstanding ethno-metanarratives (Neal, 2025) in which Jews are always just a hair’s breadth 
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from “another Holocaust,” ostensibly at the hands of White ethnonationalists who in turn view Jews as a 

fifth column in their otherwise peaceful societies, responsible for a litany of problems.  Future studies, for 

example using AI to help characterize non-textual news coverage (i.e., video news coverage and / or pod-

casts) to identify patterns such as those in the current results may shed further light on this topic going 

forward.

In conclusion, the present study used virtual corpora extracted from online news sites to quantita-

tively compare news coverage of White and Black nationalism in articles that referenced the two most 

prominent civil rights watchdog groups in the U.S.  It was found that an overwhelmingly disproportionate 

amount of focus was placed on White movements.  Specifically, in the case of both the ADL and the SPLC, 

more than 96% of news mentions and / or articles were about White nationalism.  In the face of such 

seeming double standards, it begs the question: Who watches the watchdogs?

Notes

1	 Despite the Associated Press’ decision to capitalize the “B” in “Black” but not the “w” in “white” 

when referring to people of African or European descent respectively (Bauder, 2020), as a general 

rule this study uses the more equitable capitalization scheme: “White.” Exceptions were made for 

quotations in which the original author used “white.”
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Appendices

Appendix 1: Occurrences of white nationalis* in ADL Corpus by word form

Appendix 2: Occurrences of black nationalis* in ADL Corpus by word form
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Appendix 3: Occurrences of white nationalis* in SPLC Corpus by word form

Appendix 4: Occurrences of black nationalis* in SPLC Corpus by word form


