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Overview on urban planning and architectural styles under the Soviet regime in
the Fourth and Fifth Five-Year Plans in Almaty, Kazakhstan

hEH B
Shin Shokita

From the 1940s to the 1950s, Soviet architecture underwent a transformation emphasizing the integration of

innovation and tradition. A conference of architects in 1940 highlighted this dialectical unity. Following World

War 11, the Soviet Union established the Committee on Architecture to guide postwar reconstruction. The

directive by the Communist Party in 1946 and 1948 promoted the folk art of various republics, promoting

socialist realism in architecture and urbandesign. In Alma-Ata, residential buildings incorporated

monumentality, Italian Renaissance features, folk motifs, and pointed arches, etc. By the Fifth Five-Year Plan,

architecture in Alma-ata increasingly blended classical and folk elements, integrating eclectic or dialectically,

new Lenin's "two cultures" was realized in that ways.
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