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A Study on the Transformation of Backstreet in Downtown Kumamoto:
The Case of the Kaminoura District

oD, RS, B — ke
Tomokazu IWABUCHI, Takefumi KUROSE, and Ilji CHEONG

This study examines the transformation of backstreet, the Kaminoura district in Downtown Kumamoto. Several
clusters of small stores are currently observed in the district. Unlike the adjacent arcade shopping street, the
Kaminoura district was primarily a residential area and did not attract commercial attention. However, through
initiatives led by an interior designer Mr. Yamano, it became evident that stores were accumulating on the
Kaminoura district. As the number of stores increased, it was observed that changes occurred in the types of

buildings and businesses, establishing the commercial character of the area.

Keywords : Urban transformation, Small Stores, Commercial accumulation, Kaminoura
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