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The Development of Men’s Movement in Korea
Masanori SASAKI

After the 1990s, men’s studies and men’s movement have developed in Korea. The Korean
men’s studies and men’s movement are very interesting. Because, new man characteristic is
groped despite the influence of man central ideology remains to be strong relation.

In this paper, I try to rearrange the Korean men’s studies and men’s movement and to examine
future directivity. As for this attempt, it is possible to present effective point of view when

comparative research East Asian gender.

1. Formation and development of men’s studies
There are three features in the Korean men’s studies.
A. In the past, men’s characteristic was formed with sexual ideology mistaking
B. Searching correct gender identity and characteristic role, you operate happy life as a
human
C. It is self relieve academic field of man, but you aim also the multiplier effect of women's
studies
The Korean men’s studies history is shallow. But accelerating degree of acknowledgment to

society and influence is strengthened.

2. Formation and development of men’s movement

As for present Korean men’s movement group, "fathers club" has borne central role. "Fathers
club" started in 1992. Their purpose is to reconstruct the form of the father who conforms to the
change of age while maintaining standpoint as a head of a family. In other words, it is
reconstruction of role of the father as a head of a family. It is important that men’s movement has
pursued the ideal way of the ideal head of a family who is agreeable to the request of age, not
deconstruction the role of the man as a head of a family. "Fathers club" being center, it was
formed "fathers club in Korea" in 1997. Here as for the policy, groping the father image of new
ideal it is maintained. In the future, the Korean men’s movement will keep groping the father

image of ideal as important theme.

By the way, there is a big problem we must solve in the Korean men’s studies and men’s
movement. That is correspondence for the rally from the negative men in men’s studies and
men’s movement. However men’s movement is developmental, with says, as for men’s problems
still are others thing for the most Korean men. So, as for aiming toward release unconditionally,
there is a possibility of causing their resistance. Because, it makes the possibility cause
abstraction of doing variety of consciousness between the men. This problem exists even in Japan
not only Korea. It is necessary to refer to practice mutually. One of meanings of the comparative

research regarding gender just is such practical aspect.





