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A study on the cultural diversity of preschool child-rearing responsibilities

Sayaka Fukuda

This paper aims to examine the division of child-rearing duties depending on community
context. It investigates the transformation of perspective on child-rearing in the Netherlands since the
19th century.

To analyze the change of child-rearing style in the Netherlands, taking in consideration the social context,
I used the concepts of ‘The Maternal Myth’ and various pattern of child-rearing as described in The
Cultural Nature of Human Development written by Rogoff. B in 2003.

Findings of this research are as follows. First, the effect described in ‘The Maternal Myth’ can be
observed in the Netherlands from 19th century to 1960s. Based on the framework of Rogoff’s theory, it
can be expected that the Maternal Myth spreaded in the context of decrease of child mortality and
generous welfare system, and established gender role on rearing children.

However, this paper has limitations on consideration of existence of reares such as grandparents,
siblings, neighborhoods, and other community members in the Netherlands. Further research should be
conducted to find out who and how people have played their role regarding child-rearing in Dutch society.

And what development goals have been set in Dutch society should be explained in further research.
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