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A Study on ‘TongShi Education’ Reform at Key Universities in China:
Focusing on the Students’ Interview Investigation

Yuanyuan SHI

The purpose of this study is to investigate the ‘tongshi education’ reform in China from
the viewpoint of students, through case study of Peking University, Sun Yat-sen University
and Xi'an Jiao Tong University.

Firstly, this study considers some reasons for the methodology the case study. The Peking
University, Sun Yat-sen University and Xi'an Jiao Tong University, three of them are key
universities in China.

Secondly, the paper describes the data and summary of the students’ survey at the three
universities from June to July in 2015. The total number of this students is14, and there are
six students who come from Peking University, four students who are at Sun Yat-sen
University, and four students who come from Xi'an Jiao Tong University. There are seven
questions in this survey, including the contents of the university studies, the understanding of
the tongshi education, the understanding of specialized education, the relationship between
tongshi education and specialized education in the university studies, the students’ opinions
about learning some subjects, like ‘the Thought of Mao Zedong’, etc., the problems of tongshi
education reform, some advices about tongshi education.

Thirdly, this study provides the analyses and the outcomes of the students’ survey at the
three universities. From the opinions of the students, we know that raising the ability of
thinking, and helping the students to find out the interest and future direction are important
in the university. We also know that the tongshi education can help students to broaden the
knowledge and views, and improve the quality of students. The tongshi education means the
freedom to choose the subjects.

In conclusion, this paper sum up the three points of the tongshi education reform in china.
The common problems of tongshi education reform at these three universities are considered
as the bad effect of reform practice, and the big gap that exists between ideal aims and
practices. Moreover, there are three ideals about the relationship between tongshi education
and specialized education. Besides, the students are not interested in studying some subjects,
like ‘the Thought of Mao Zedong’, etc. They do not consider that these regulated courses are
the part of tongshi education.

On the other hand, there are three issues which will be researched in the future. And these
issues refer to class observation, the texts analysis, and the teacher development and also the

finance affairs of tongshi education.
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