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Procedural Meanings of Chinese Discourse Connectives Buguo:

A Relevance-Theoretic Approach

Sakiko AKIYAMA

Abstract

This study examines the discourse connective biiguo (43iF) in modern Chinese from a cognitive-
pragmatic perspective. It addresses the limitations of previous descriptive approaches, which did not
fully account for the underlying inferential mechanisms. While earlier research has identified certain
pragmatic functions of buguo, a systematic explanation of how these functions emerge during utterance
interpretation has been lacking. Using the framework of Relevance Theory, this study reveals that buguo
encodes a procedural constraint that partially contradicts the assumption derived from the preceding
utterance and the assumption of the subsequent clause, and deletes the former this procedure accounts
for the various pragmatic functions associated with buguo, such as topic shifts, focus management,
and topic maintenance. Ultimately, buguo is shown to play a role in adjusting the direction of inference

during comprehension.

Keywords: discourse connectives, buguo, Relevance Theory,
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