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Field-notes on participant observation through practical and
experience-based lessons of community-specific skill

Ikko SAKAMOTO  Wenjing WENG  Satoshi MIYAMOTO  Maki KANEKO

In this study, I will introduce four examples of fieldwork regarding communities of practice
formed from people who share technical skills (or qualifications) in traditional arts, medical care, or
social welfare. I will show how efforts to obtain these skills by field workers deepen their participation
in and sympathetic relations to these communities. When field workers engage in skill acquisition
within communities of people who have special skills, 1) field workers can deepen their understanding
of the technical practices and culture of the community members through embodied knowing and 2) in
the early phases of skill acquisition, the field worker becomes aware of his or her two-fold role as a
newcomer to the community and beginner in terms of skill acquisition. Thus, this study serves as a
valuable opportunity to reaffirm the basic role of the field worker as a learner, which is often forgotten
amidst recent trends in research and education on fieldwork that emphasize (or take for granted) the

proposals and solutions of problems from the standpoint of specialists.
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