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The establishment and the development on the confinement lady
in China urban

WenJing WENG

This paper aims at outlining the establishment and the development on the confinement lady
industry in Shanghai, China where the establishment period (early 90s), development period (late 90s),
and maturity period (2000 and beyond) are carefully analysed.

The factors contributing to the development of this industry are as follows. 1. The changes in the
network of childbirth support in the city (the rise of the nucleus family). 2. Government’s employment
policy. 3. Lack of medical staff in hospitals. 4. Socio-economical gap between rural and urban China as
well as within urban cities. Besides, the employment method, procedures, fees and training of
confinement lady between hospitals and private institution is analysed and compared.

Lastly, this paper has drawn out the problems that occur in the confinement industry where there is a
lack of credentials on the profession, they are not protected by the labor law, and the lack of clear
jurisdiction in this industry.
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