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Inventing the tradition of Kasafuku and generating of Tiikigaku

Ikko SAKAMOTO

Sakamoto gave a special lecture on Inventing the tradition of Kasafuku (traditional
hanging ornaments) and the social movement, 7iikigaku (participatory area studies)in
Sakata city, Yamagata prefecture by Sakamoto. The female members of the Sakata
chamber of commerce have created a new types of Kasafuku. The emergence of a new
tradition of crafting small, handmade stuffed figures of silk or cotton among Sakata
residents is thus a revival of longstanding local traditions that have been handed down
from generation to generation. In the lecture I discussed the newly emerged Kasafuku
tradition ,examining the manner in which local women have combined aspects of two
different tradition. And I also reflects on how the steps that these women took to combine
tourism promotion with local field research are a practical example of local participation in
a trend termed 7iikigaku, participatory area studies. This provides not only an objective
yet introspective perspective on local culture but also a critical understanding of the
utilization of local cultural resources. This in turn provides an intellectual framework that
is connected to sustainable local development and the growth of local businesses using

cultural resources.
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