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The Informative Roles of Japanese Women’s Education for Institutionalizing
Women’s Education in Post Sino
— Japanese War China: Wu Rulun’s Observations in Japan (1902) —

QiuYan DONG

In this paper, I reveal how Japanese women’s education influenced the process of
institutionalization of Chinese women’s education in post Sino-Japanese War China. I
analyze the process of establishing “Regulations of Elementary Schools for Girls” (& F/N¥
HEFE) and “Regulations of Normal Schools for Women” (% F-Hlifi’FE %), which are
regarded as the landmark of modern education for women. I discuss how Japanese
women’s education influenced the Chinese counterpart throughout the process. First, I
address the contents of women’s education which Wu introduced; he wrote in his travel
journal about how to nurture “wise mothers” which he learned during his trip to Japan.
Second, I examine how this women’s education contributed to the enactment of “Imperial
Regulations for Schools’(FEEHHEER) in 1904. In the “Regulations for Schools,” while
the need of education for women is acknowledged to promote homeschooling, the
regulation did not help accomplish the establishment of girls’ schools or women’s norrﬁal
schools. Although it did not contribute to the formation of female schools’ regulation, the
“Regulations for Schools” prompted the development of the “Regulations for
Kindergartens and Homeschooling” (ZFEHRERK NFEHEILEER). Consequently,
textbooks were sent to each home, mothers began to educate their children at home, and
each home was made into a quasi-kindergarten. Furthermore, kindergartens were newly
built in an orphanage, Jkuei-do (F%i%:), and a women’s refuge, Keisetsu-do (H{&i%).
Female workers were trained as kindergarten teachers to support the homeschooling. In
1907, the “Regulations of Elementary Schools for Girls” and “Regulations of Normal
Schools for Women” were promulgated. Lastly, I address that these regulations referred to

the information of women’s education, which Wu imported from Japan.
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