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A Community formed by Youth with Disability and their Parents
—A Case Study on a Music Group—

Satoshi MIYAMOTO

This paper attempts to investigate the practice and the actual situation of the
community by carrying out a participant observation in the community that is formulated
throﬁghthe cultural practice in a music group participated by youth with disability and
their parents.

Firstly, irrespective from the attribute of disability, the community is open to the outside
world. This openness effectuates new members who have new resources to the community
and it will renewal the repertory of a form of practice within the community.

Secondly, by setting a form of practice on the axis of music, the community itself will
gradually turn into a place where accommodativeness among participants arises.

Thirdly, it has been clarified that participation of parents with disability, will create a
"Place for Conversation", where information and resources multilaterally overlap each
other. Within that space, it has been clarified that empirical knowledge based on specific
information, such as support system and service, and personal experience would be
transmitted and shared, but at the same time, find out the difference that a social category
of "disabled" which are created to the children cannot be bundled. Also, this research
pointed out that this "Place for Conversation" could act as a momentum of negotiation

against macro power such as the public administration and institutions.
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