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Succession processes of traditional handcrafts :
in the example of Uighur’s Bushuk

Guljennet ANAYTULLA

This paper is a report of the research conducted into succession processes of traditional
handcrafts. In present-day Chinese society, marked by rapid globalization and
urbanization, it has become increasingly difficult to preserve traditional culture amid the
abrupt changes in industrial structure and life-styles. While it is possible to record certain
handcrafts on film or in words, it is not easy to reliably pass skills from one person to
another and ensure their preservation. This papér focuses on bushuk, which is deeply
embedded in nursing culture and rites of Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region of of China,
and sets to explore the routes of succession of its manufacturing technology and how that
has been passed down into the present. It is all too evident by the research in the
development of handcrafts of the Uighurs, that their traditional culture is being handed
down through successive generations of separate households, and that they have preserved
in that process the characteristics of their ethnic handecrafts culture and the nursing
culture related to the use of bushuk, and in doing so, have sustained the development and
succession of its manufacturing technology. Present-day society, with its daily acceleration
rates of urban construction and globalization, faces the modern problem of how to preserve
and develop the energies of ethnic and national cultures. It could be possible to find the
answer in the process of development of Uighur culture. And that is, in a word, a reinforced
education on traditional culture in the household, as the profound understanding of the
essence of one’s own ethnic culture constitutes an important process in the succession,
preservation and enhancement of all ethnic traditional handcrafts and other ethnic

cultures.





