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Technology and Design in the Manufacture and Differentiation of Children’s Products
! Examining “Kids Design”

Ikko SAKAMOTO

This paper outlines the contemporary living environment of children—one which is filled
with objects—from the viewpoint of recent research on material culture, which suggests
that the daily life of humans is composed of mutual interactions between people and tools
(objects). Prior to this consideration, we define the concepts of “technology” and “design,” as
used in this paper, as social practices that fulfill the role of organizing and modulating the
interfaces of humans and objects. We then consider, from the viewpoint of design
(technology), the historical and social processes through which the daily items of children
have been “differentiated” from the objects of adults in developed nations such‘ as Japan
and Europe. We demonstrate that the social process of children’s product design is formed
through combining capitalist production with accumulation of knowledge in educational
sciences related to children, and the social promulgation of child-centered ideologies that
they engender. Next, we consider the formation process of “kids design,” a movement in
modern Japan in which the public and private sectors cooperate to promote manufacturing
for child safety and security. We elucidate the processes and context through which product
design (technology) for child safety and ease are created not only by industry but also
through factors such as children’s views in NPOs and governments, award systems (Kids
Design Award), and logo licensing. We point out that “kids design” and related technology

exist as a social practice.





