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Inventing the tradition of Kasafukuby women:
From tourism promotion to participatory area studies

Ikko SAKAMOTO

- As a means of promoting local tourism, the female members of the Sakata chamber of
commerce have created a new type of hanging ornaments, Heisei Kasafuku, which is a fusion
of two local and traditional types of Kasafuku. The emergence of a new tradition of crafting
small, handmade stuffed figures of silk or cotton among Sakata residents is thus a revival of
longstanding local traditions that have been handed down from generation to generation.

This report discusses the newly emerged Kasafuku tradition, examining the manner in
which local women have combined aspects of two different traditions. The report also reflects
on how the steps that these women took to combine tourism promotion with local scientific
research are a practical example of local participation in a trend termed Tiikigaku or
Jimotogaku (participatory area studies).

These women started a group to conduct empirical research about the traditional Kasafuku
types that were the basis for the new Heisei Kasafuku. The women’s research of the area’s
cultural resources did not stop at the business of producing Heisei Kasafuku to promote local
tourism. Rather, it went further to develop an objective, scientific basis for understanding
local culture and how to develop local cultural resources. ’

The dual method of local development and investigation that these women used can be
understood as a social movement called “Chiikigaku” or “Jimotogaku” (participatory area
studies), which is currently spreading throughout the regions and agricultural communities of
Japan. Through the participatory area studies, residents discover the inherent value of their
culture or locality by studying the area in which they reside and linking this to the
development of their area, lifestyles, or crafts. This provides not only an objective yet
introspective perspective on local culture but also a critical understanding of the utilization of
local cultural resources. This in turn provides an intellectual framework that is connected to

sustainable local development and the growth of local businesses using cultural resources.





