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Characteristics of Local Childcare Support Systems in Japan

Lee, Ha-Jeong

This study analyzes the structure and reality of the local community centered
childcare policy in Japan. Through the urbanization and industrialization of Japan
society, the family was isolated and especially childcare in the family became
separated from society. In order to solve the problem, childcare associations advocated
for community centered childcare support systems. As a result of their advocacy, easily
accessible local community centered childcare support systems have replaced the
former uniform childcare support system led by the central government in Japan.

Focusing on a reliable childcare environment in the local community, childcare
support promotes the construction of a cooperative structure between the members of
the local community and the administration, thus opening a place for mutual
understanding between childcare families and members of the local community,
highlighting the importance of local childcare support system as the starting point for

communi.ty construction by the members of the local community.
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