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On the Construction of Multi-Linguistic Symbiotic Society in China

Guljennet Anaytulla

In international societies, the word “symbiosis” comes up in different circumstances, and is used to
describe different cultures that are inter-dependant and co-exist. In China, where over 100 languages are
used in everyday life, the construction of a socialist type of “symbiosis” in the form of “social
harmony”, proposed to tackle with problems like regional inequalities, environmental issues,
inter-ethnic relations, and the loss of cultural resources, has attracted considerable attention.

This paper focuses on “language harmony”, considerably the most important key for the realization
of “social harmony” and makes observations on the process of its construction. More concretely, it first
clarifies the notion of harmony in China, critically examines the optimistic thinking that “Chinese
society of the présent-day is harmonious” and points at the necessity of concrete indication of
contradictions and problems that have effect on “harmony”. Furthermore, it shows by the introduction
of the “Report on Linguistic Life in China”, that “language harmony” - a low rank notion in “social
harmony” - is limited to a systematical and philosophical level, and is not addressed in practical terms.
Lastly, it regards ethnic education with its own various problems as a non-harmonizing factor in itself,

and proposes the idea that its resolution will stimulate the realization of “language harmony” .
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