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Daikyi Hozan-cho Shogakko
(Taegu Hozan-cho Elementary School):

A Case Study of a Naichijin School in Colonial Korea
Tsugio Inaba

The history of elementary schools for Japanese children in Taegu (J.
Daikyid) goes back to Tassei Gakko, a “Japanese language school” established in
Talsong by Korean and Japanese volunteers in 1899. In response to the request of
Japanese residents in Taegu, the school started an elementary education program
for Japanese children in 1904. The program developed into Daikyl Shogakko
(Daikyti Elementary School; commonly known as Daikya Déiichi Shogakko
[Daikyi Number One Elementary Schooll) in October, 1905. In November, 1921,
one part of the school developed into a new institution called Daikyta Hozan-cho
Shogakko (Daikyt Hozan-cho Elementary School; also known as Daisan Shogakko
[Number Three Elementary Schooll).

Hozan-cho Elementary School is said to have been one of the top three
elementary schools in colonial Korea. The purpose of this study is to clarify how
the school, located in a local city and with a relatively short history, rose to such
prominence. The paper also seeks to identify the school’s uniqueness in terms of
education and school culture.

This research shows that Hozan-cho Elementary School had advantages in
location and in human resources. The school was conveniently located in Daikyu’s
educational district. The parents of its students, who were intellectual elites
active in North Keisho Province (J. Keisho Hokudd; K. Kydngsang Pukto), built
various PTA-like organizations and actively supported the school. The school’s
faculty, who were mostly composed of graduates of Keijo Shihan Gakks (Keijo [K.
Kydngsong: present Seoul]l Normal School), made efforts to live up to the parents’
support and expectations. These conditions contributed to the school’s success as

one of the most prestigious elementary schools in colonial Korea.
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