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Conditions Surrounding Birth in Present-day China
—— A Case Study of Shanghai ——

WenlJing Weng

This paper clarifies the conditions surrounding pregnancy, birth and child-care,
especially the conditions of birth, in present-day Chinese society.

Unlike traditional sociodemographic studies, I seek in this paper to address specific
instances from everyday life. Addressing middle class women and their family in
Shanghai, I point at the specific characteristics of pregnancy, birth and child-care:
Medicalization of birth, commercialization of birth and outsourcing of birth.

Firstly, as the background to the conditions of pregnancy, birth and child-care, I
describe the Single-Child Policy as well as several laws about maternity insurance.
Secondly, I confirm the phenomenon of Medicalization of birth based on official statistics
reported by the Ministry of Health of the People's Republic of China (2006).Thirdly,
through observation and interview, I introduce four kinds of traditional birth customs and
correlate them with commercialization of birth. Lastly, based upon personal experience, I

introduce outsourcing of birth.
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