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A Study of the Introduction of the “3+X Examination Mode” in China
-Focusing on the Basic Ability Test in Shandong Province

Tian Shen

The Chinese University Entrance Examination System has experienced several stage
large-scale reforms. And “3+X examination mode”, released in 1999, has received the
enormous attention by setting topics set independently by provinces and established subjects
flexibly.

During ten years after the implementation, various provinces have released their
own test plans one after another. However, these plans mostly were the combination of
compulsory subjects, and some elective subjects such as music, arts and P.E. which were not
given importance. This has conflicted with the idea of “quality education”.

The Basic Ability Test, which was carried out in Shandong province in 2007, has
alleviated this issue in a certain extent. It separated the “knowledge test” and the “ability
test” for the first time, and also promoted the new curriculum of technology, physical
education and health, art, integrated practice, humanities and social, science disciplines,
which were six areas of the curriculum and learning standards in high school. The Basic
Ability Test focused on the organic integration and internal links within differeht learning
areas and different subjects connected to living and production, and it integrated a variety of
basic knowledge, basic skills, learning ability, practical ability, emotional attitudes and values
of students.

This paper, focusing on the Basic Ability Test, analyzed the project's background,
current practical situation, the relationship between the Basic Ability Test and “quality

education”, and finally its effectiveness of implementation.
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