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Initial Teacher Training for Citizenship Education in England
— Focusing on PGCE (Postgraduate Certificate in Education) Course —

Shoko MATSUO -

The education enhancing students’ sociality and morality has been fostering since
the end of the 20tk century in the other countries. England has a lot of immigrants from
various countries, so as a result both British values and British identity collapse and there
are social unrests about nation conflicts. To improve such a social state, Tony Blair aimed :
to train citizens to act properly as a member of communities and act independent politically.
So he decided to introduce Citizenship Education in secondary schools as a compulsory
subject. Citizenship Education is made up of four strands (social and moral responsibilities; V
community involvement, political literacy, identity and diversity). It is meaningful for
Japanese educational policy focusing on cultivating both students’ sociality and their
morality to look into the English educational policy to improve professional competences of
Citizenship teachers. :

In Japan, The National Curriculum Standards were reformed. As a result, Moral
Education that focuses on developing students’ sociality and morality are stressed
especially to cultivate the attitude on obeying rules in many communities as well as other
countries. Despite progressing educational reforms, so far there has never been any

suggested training concerning teachers responsible for moral education.

This paper explores the contents of Citizenship PGCE Courses’ curriculum, and
examines professional competences based on training in Citizenship PGCE Course in terms
of the four strands of Citizenship Education.

The findings of this paper are as follows:

1. There are two professional competences which teacher candidates are expected to
acquire. One is the skills to develop learning activities that will connect the diverse ;
communities, through active participation such as culture festival. The other is the
social skills to develop future citizens as democratic members of society. ‘

2. It is a challenge for teacher candidates to acquire the skills to construct the
relationship with diverse communities because the lack of support in gaining
knowledge and understanding about diverse communities in the contents of
Citizenship PGCE Course curriculum.

3. The Department of Children, Schools, and Families needs to support and encourage the
learning of identity and diversity in the Citizenship PGCE Course curriculum so that
both teacher candidates and staff at the higher educational institutions that have

Citizenship PGCE Course will have an understanding of diverse communities.
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