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Education regarding the "Mainland"(Japan) in Colonial Korea

— Focusing on the "Shushin-ka" subject in elementary schools—
YAMASHITA Tatsuya

The aim of this article is to gain new knowledge about the process of formation
of the "Mainland" (Japan) image in Colonial Korea. In this article I examine in
particular the Shushin subject in elementary schools in colonial Korea.

Shushin in colonial Korea followed on the order of Shushin in the "Mainland",
but also contained elements of original education that the Governor-General's
office organized in consideration of Korean "particularity". In addition, after 1938,
the number of lesson hours were increased with the reinforcement of "Kouminka
kyoiku" (“education to become a good citizen of the Emperor”), and its character as
"the core" of school education became strong alongside national language and
national history.

Education contents about the "Mainland" in textbooks consisted of: the
Emperor system of Japan, outlines of events, institutions, the manners of people,
places of interest and commercial cities, farm villages of the "Mainland", and the
relations between Korea and the "Mainland". These contents conveyed segments of
"inland" images that the Governor-General's office wanted Korean children to
envision. Furthermore, the "Mainland" experience of teachers held equal or
greater importance in education regarding the "Mainland". In other words, the
educational system for shaping the "Mainland"” image of Korean children was
formed by combining the "Mainland" portrayed in textbooks with the experience of
the teacher.
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