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Private Teaching in South Korea viewed from Private Teaching Acts
TANAKA MITSUHARU

This study describes how private teaching in South Korea has been addressed in terms of its
transition and private teaching acts, "Act on the Establishment, Operation of Private Teaching Institutes
and Extracurricular Lessons", and also clarifies aspects of relationship between public education and
private education.

First, cram schools and private teaching can be distinguished with four periods since 1965
which consisted of (1) non-interference policy (1945-1960), (2) monitoring policy (1961-1979), (3)
controlling policy (1980-1986), and (4) deregulation policy (1987-2003). Since the private sector of
education has expanded in the circumstance of non-interference policy as well as increased social needs
for private education. At the same time the government changed school policies about entrance exams
for high schools, the style of private teaching has been diversified. The private teaching has generated
along with the competitive entrance examination. As the competitive situation gave rise to the problem
of high educational cost, private sectors was targeted of monitoring and controlling policy.

The enhancement of regulation from educational policies can be addressed a crucial turning
point for the private sector of education in the 1980s in South Korea, because government embarked on
creating' the lifelong education on cram schools. Even though the actual conditions on cram schools
remained as a preparatory school for entrance exams, the juridical definition for cram schools was set
up as an educational institution for lifelong education in the time of democratization 1988. However,
democratization brought the freedom for private sector, meanwhile, the regulation against that has
begun in the 2000s. The turning point was occurred in 2004 in the name of "the Alleviation Plan of
Educational Costs on Private Education".

Although the act for private sector used to regulate directly cram schools, new educational
policy on private sector started to reduce its function. Instead of that, public sector of education has
coped with the individual education which used to be covered by private sector; for example, extra
classes after schools. Thus, the national policy turned to intervene positively and restrict the private

sector of education.
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