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A Study of the Introduction of “Controlled Assessment” into the GCSE in England:
Focusing on Geography and History

Naohiro IIDA

This paper explains the policy background of the introduction of “controlled assessment”
into the GCSE examination in England, and examines the differences of characteristics
between “controlled assessment” and coursework assessment.

In 1986, the GCSE examination was newly introduced with its distinctive assessment
called coursework assessment. This assessment was designed to assess students’ practical
skills, including skills to operate experimental instruments and materials, to prepare and
conduct a research, and to apply understanding and knowledge to real life context. The
final grade will be determined with both paper exam and coursework assessment results.

In recent years, following some review of GCSE coursework assessment, a new
method of assessment has been devised. It’s named “controlled assessment”. This new
assessment will controls the extent to which the processes of assessment—task setting,
task taking and task marking—should be managed by external organization (awarding
bodies).

Firstly this paper will explain the policy background of the introduction of “controlled
assessment”, referring 2005 government’s white paper and other materials produced by
Qualifications and Curriculum Authority. Secondly, the differences of characteris;cics
between coursework assessment and “controlled assessment” will be examined, using
syllabus data focusing on geography and history subjects.

Finally, possible problems of this new assessment will be pointed out.
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