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Prospects for Co-operative Trust Schools in England

Kengo MOCHIDA

Education reforms by the Brown Government basically carried on those implemented under the
Blair Government. Thus trust schools, which were planned by the Blair Government, have
been promoted continually as a ‘flagship’ educational reform policy under the present
government. With this situation a particular type of trust school that has been attached
importance by the current Secretary of Children, Schools and Families, Ed Balls, is co-operative
trust school. Trust school is a framework that would make support by external partners to
schools and collaboration among schools more active and sustainable. Co-operative trust
schools are trust schools linked with co-operative movements born and developed in England.
Co-operative trust schools are conceived as a new framework to promote and encourage more

engagement with school by parents and local community.

This paper dealt with topics of ‘What are characteristics of co-operative trust schools? and
“What are prospects for co-operative trust schools in the near future?. Firstly, it explained
fundamental values and principles of co-operative trust schools concerning school governance
and teaching. These values are explicitly based on those of co-operative movement. Secondly, it
described present government’s policies for the promotion of co-operative trust schools. The
promotion was based clearly on the premise that the co-operative model would certainly
enhance ‘power of those who are directly engaged with local schools and who know best what is
needed in their area.’” Thirdly, it delineated a case of the first co-operative trust school in
England, Reddish Vale Technology College in Stockport, drawing on interviews with senior
teachers and others. It highlighted democratic features of the school in which values of
‘Democracy’ and ‘Equality’ were specifically stressed. Fourthly, the paper clarified the
relationship between co-operative movements focusing on support to schools in planning
co-operative trust schools by Co-operative Group and Co-operative College. Lastly, it examined
attitude of the Conservative Party to co-operative trust schools. The Conservative Party
suddenly showed strong interests in co-operatives and it also encouraged to adopt cb-operative

-models for schools to promote direct control by parents and local communities.

The paper concluded that co-operative schools have prospects for increasing their importance
within English school system if we take into account continuation of the present government’s
policy and approval of co-operative model of school by the Conservative Party. It seems that
prospects will be brighter if a strategy for building a national network of co-operative schools

proposed by Co-operative College would be implemented.
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