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Construction of Education through the Food, Clothing and Shelter of Children

Ikko SAKAMOTO

This paper clarifies processes of re-construction of children’s living environments
which originate in ideologies of child-centered education and school-centered education in
present-day Japanese society. Addressing the concrete practices of food, clothing and shelter
which surround and shape children, I clarify the actual ways in which everyday living
situations are re-constructed in a child-centered way by education aligned with the value
systems of school education, and I point at a living environment directed and shaped by an
implicit educational consciousness among parents and society.

Food, clothing and shelter are fundamental tools and technologies in order for
humans to live and adapt to a given environment. Additionally, instilled into these practices
are not only their original functions (eating, wearing, residing), but also the informal
educational functions (socialization) embedded in the various customs of disciplining children
regarding food, clothing and shelter.

In today’s Japan, however, national policies and corporate campaigns for “Food
Education,” “Clothing Education,” and “making child-centered homes,” are introducing more
conscious, organized educational philosophies which employ practices of food, shelter and
clothing, into daily life. In the past, discipline on food, shelter and clothing occurred mainly
in the home, embedded in daily life. But now, in the process of child-centered and
school-centered values infiltrating themselves into home life, the formerly voiceless

educational devices of food, shelter and clothing have come to clamor education loudly.





