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Initial Teacher Training and In-Service Teachers’ Training for Citizenship

Education in England
MATSUO Shoko

Citizenship education became a compulsory part of the National Curriculum in
England at key stages three and four in 2002. This paper explores the causes of the lack
of teachers’ professional abilities in terms of both initial teacher training and in-service
teacher training for citizenship teachers in secondary schools, and examines what is
needed to develop teachers’ professional abilities to practice citizenship education
effectively.

There have been many initial teacher trainings, in-service teacher trainings, and
available resources for citizenship education since 2001. Yet many citizenship educations
remained inconsistent in quality and did not focus sufficiently enough on the need for
citizenship education in the National Curriculum (Ofsted, 2004). A separate report found
that there has not yet been a strong consensus about the aims and contents of citizenship
education in some schools (Ofsted, 2006). Ofsted pointed out that the most successful
approach to teaching is to have necessary certifications. It was clear that many teachers
lacked this specialist knowledge and have not undertaken proper training.

Because citizenship teachers continue to lack professional abilities, Ofsted
recommended that teachers should review resources which support citizenship education,
such as ‘Citizenship Teacher’s Guidance, National Curriculum for Citizenship’.

Since citizenship education began as a part of the National Curriculum, many
articles have been published regarding teaching and learning citizenship education, as
well as how to deliver citizenship education as a National Curriculum subject. But, few
articles have been published on proper initial teacher training and in-service teachers’
training. Therefore, it is clear that a new approach to develop citizenship education is
needed in this stage. .

The main findings of this paper are as follows:

1. DCSF intends to establish a rule in which most citizenship teachers will be required
to develop their professional abilities through participating in both teacher training
courses. )

2. Teachers need to attain proper certifications concerned with teaching citizenship
education in the near future.

3. Those who apply for the CPD programme or PGCE course would increase

progressively.
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