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Acquisition of Chinese Language by Children from Ethnic Minorities in China
- Language Changes and Enculturation in Xinjiang Urban Areas
Ikko Sakamoto Guljennet + Anaytulla

This paper traces the process of acquisition of Chinese language by children of the Uyghur
minority in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous region, one of the regions inhabited by ethnic
minorities in China. It is especially in the urban area of Urumaqi city that contacts between
Uyghur and Chinese languages is an everyday reality, so we will center on children from that
region in our attempt to regard the actual state of their employment of both languages at
school, home and in local communities, as well as the relation between those and the shaping
of their identity.

In recent years, an inflow of Chinese language, the language spoken by the Han majority,
into various spheres of linguistic activity of Uyghur people has been noticed. The use of
ethnic language in education and everyday life in ethnic autonomous regions is guaranteed
by the Constitution and other laws, but the increase in inhabitants of the Han majority and
the reinforcement of educational policies for the introduction of Chinese language as well as
other factors has led, especially in urban areas, to a linguistic environment centered on
Chinese language rather than ethnic languages. This paper regards language contacts and
the resulting changes in linguistic environment at school, home and local communities as
multilayer processes determining the activity domains of children from ethnic minorities,
and points at the possibilities that open through the employment of two languages for the

identity formation of children and inter-ethnic relations.





