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The Kainei Higher Girls’ School:
A Naichijin School in Colonial Korea

Tsugio Inaba

Kainei (K. Hoerydéng) is located in the northeastern corner of the Korean Peninsula,
sharing the Tuman River with Manchuria. Though a small town, it was regarded as a point
of strategic importance by the Japanese army, and had become a “military city” in 1915,
when an expanded number of troops were deployed there.

The Kainei Higher Girls’ School, established in April 1937, was the northernmost of all the
middle schools for naichijin (Japanese living in colonial territories) in colonial Korea. Despite
its small size, with one class for each grade, and being open for only eight years, the school
stood out for its unique culture. The uniqueness of the school was based upon its location in
the “military city” and its major premise of naisen kyogaku, or coeducation of the Japanese
and the Koreans.

The deep relationship between the school and the military is demonstrated in the fact that
many of its students were daughters of the military personnel stationed in Kainei. Due to the
fathers’ transfers, the school had a high turnover of students. The military-oriented
character of the school was also obvious in its ceremonies, which military officers attended as
guests of honor, and in its students’ active participation in military events and the activities
to encourage soldiers.

In the inaugural year of the Kainei Higher Girls’ School, seven of its fifty-five students
were Koreans, or 12.7 percent of the student body. The ratio of the Korean students increased
over time: 38.2 percent in 1940, when the school had students for every grade for the first
time, and one-half of the student body after 1941. The school is regarded as the most
successful case of naisen kyégaku.

Its Korean students, mostly from upper class families, were later doubly oppressed under

the communist rule of North Korea both as bourgeois and as pro-Japanese.





