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Bullying issues in Korea
-Its reality and features-
TANAKA Mitsuharu, YAMASHITA Tatsuya

In this article, we intend to review the definition of bullying in Korea, its process of being recognized as social
problem, and current national policies toward bullying issues, and also clarify the features of bullying issues in
Korea.

In widely reviewing bullying issues in Korea as adolescence issues, both Japan and Korea, despite of their politics,
economics and socio-cultural differences, have faced bullying issues and have been treating them as issues for
which the governments need to take immediate actions to resolve. This implies that in the case of understanding
and dealing with bullying issues in either country, the two countries stand in a mutual position and can
cooperatively deal with the issues, based on their mutuality and difference.

Organized bullying has been one of the most common features of bullying in Korea. This type of bullying not only
takes place in the school, but also spreads to communities outside of the school. The internet enables people to
communicate with others outside of schools and thus this develops into ‘bullying network’ which is organized over
theinternet. This phenomenon will possibly happen in Japanese schools because of the rapid growth of internet
use among people. Japanese schools should fully pay attention to this.

As specific responses to this phenomenon, the Korean government has taken actions in the development of laws
which impose responsibility to assailants’ guardians, and offer protection and treatment for victims, all of which
have yet to be implemented in Japan. These attempts in Korea may not be easily adopted in Japans; it is very
important to discuss whether or not these attempts fit in Japanese bullying situation and socio-cultural contexts. In
order to make this come true, comparative research standing based on an international perspective is
indispensable. Little time has passed since these attempts have been realized. We hope to report on the
effectiveness and improvement of these attempts in the near future.
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