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Economic Development and Linguistic Transformation in the Xinjiang
Autonomous Region of China - With a Focus on the Bazaar -
Guljennet - ANAYTULLA

The Western Region Development policy is a massive project promoted by China’s
central government to resolve economic disparities between China’s eastern provinces and the
minorities ethnic peoples of China’s West, being implemented in 12 Prefectures including the
Xinjiang Autonomous Region. Amongst 5 essential tasks addressed by the Western Region
Development strategy, one is “Development of Distinguishing Tourism.” China’s government,
placing high expectations on the effects of the tourism industry for raising the living standard
of the ethnic minority regions and for promoting development that will extend benefit to the
common peoples, is promoting the development of this new industry which emphasizes the
characteristic regional cultures and contributes to pride in traditional cultures. Measures for
tourism promotion in the Western Regions seek to stimulate the economy of the Western
Regions as well as to gradually shrink disparities between China’s East and West. The
measure’s purposes are not only to raise living standards, but to involve the citizens of the
ethnic minorities as members in development, to resolve economic disparities between
China’s ethnic minority regions and its Han regions, and to achieve modernization of the
ethnic minority regions. .

Regional administrations in the provinces and autonomous regions targeted by the
Western Region Development policy are designing schemes to vivify the distinctive
characteristics of each of their regions. Xinjiang is carrying out a series of development
schemes of which tourism is one part. There, special efforts are being devoted to tourism
development of Special Tourism, folk tourism, and border regions tourism, with the goal to
raise profits of Xinjiang’s tourism industry to within the top 15 amongst domestic Chinese
tourism by the year 2010. In order to examine relations between economic changes
accompanying the Western Region Development and ethnic minority languages and culture,
this paper focuses on the present conditions of language usage in the bazaar as well as on the
bazaar’s sociocultural role. Through observation and interviews in urban and rural bazaars in
Xinjiang, I clarify the influence being wrought on ethnic minority languages and traditional

culture by large scale economic development.
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