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Empowerment Education for Minority Students in the U.S. Secondary school
Pouring out Student’s Soul in writing lyrics of Hip Hop
Tomomi KAWAKAMI

This paper reports a pedagogical strategy using Hip Hop for minority students and inquires how
that strategy would empower them and what kind of meaning have for them. In which they present their
making lyrics in the rhythm of Hip Hop, the practice is expected to encourage their literal ability and have
a motivation for voluntary social participation. After U.S. education reform, government took a procedure
for accountability and students’ higher standards; however, as the same time the problems of high rate
dropped out and low achievement are occurred, especially we can see those achievement gaps between
white students and African American students or Hispanic students.

Many types of educational strategies for Minority are introduced in schools in those days, but
fundamental gap of cultural meanings between home and school are still existent. Therefore, Mahiri and
Sablo argue how we can link the gap; what kind of activity can rescue them from hopeless world. Thus,
they introduce some students’ voluntary writings and claim the meanings and effect for what they express.
In this paper, first of all I argue the meanings of Identity of African American Music especially Hip Hop,
after I analyze about students’ works from two resources; which is from the works from Mahiri and Sablo;
another from a classroom practice in a New York City Public High school.

To clarify the Identity of African American Music, I examine the phenomena of Hip Hop from
the perspective of which Simon Frith have. He is one of the people who identify the function of music
identity in post modern era. He traces the trajectory of African American music then suggests how they
were suffered during slavery time and spent the hard situation forbidden to gain the literacy. Thus, African
American has created an original communication style, which has rhythm and rhymes with passionate
beating. It reflects a performer’s hard situation. In the stage of Hip Hop, audiences also Iﬁresent their
passion; in other words, their response and dialogue in the process of performance is important function for
story telling in Hip Hop. Consequently, African American music has a form of interdependent
communication. From the student’s works, I search the matter of what they want to describe. Mostly they

“express their struggling in gang society, oppressed situation, poverty and love and the formulation of their
lyrics shapes a narrative style.

Subsequently, as I consider the possibility of Hip Hop from such as interdependent and narrative
style, I conclude the effect of this activity which connects to ensure themselves with self-assertion and

self-effectiveness and encourage participating society.





