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National/public chdté gakké (middle school) principals in Colonial Korea
Tsugio Inaba

This article studies the principals who served at national/public schools by 1942. The schools
covered here are chdgakké (middle schools), k6t6 futsa gakkd (Chdbsenjin gakkd; higher general
school), k6téd jogakkd (higher girls’ school), joshi k6t futsi gakké (Chésenjin kété jogakkd; girls’
higher general school), jitsugyé gakké (vocational school) and shihan gakké (normal school)
which were established in colonial Korea by 1937. Limiting the year of establishment of schools at
up to 1937 is an effective way of clarifying personnel transfers between Nihonjin gakké (Japanese
schools) and Chtésenj/.'n gakkd (Korean schools). In 1938, the two kinds of schools were
consolidated into a single school system and new schools came to be founded on the principle of
“co-education of the Japanese and the Koreans.”

Only those principals who were appointed by 1942 are the subject of this research, as 1942
was the year in which public shihan gakké (normal schools) were promoted to senmon gakké
(professional school) and could no longer be regarded as chiitdé gakké.

Section one of this article overviews principals’ personnel trend in each kind of schools. Section
two outlines a general, inter-school tendency of principal appointment. The following findings
emerged. First, it goes without saying that‘authority over personnel issues at national/public
schools was possessed by the founding organization of each school (the Chdsen Sétokufu
[Government-General of Korea] for national schools and provirtces or the school union for public
schools). In the early phase, though, substantial authority resided with the Ministry of Education.
Later, principals were more often recruited inside Korea. While this meant the move of the
personnel authority from the central government to the education administration in Korea, there
were cases of appointment through personal connections, possibly because of the colonial

environment. Principals also possessed practical personnel authority. Second, personnel



decisions on principals were made according to the differences among schools caused by such
elements as Japanese/Korean schools, boys'/girls’ schools, schools with/without tradition,
academic/vocational schools, and other factors. Third, of the principals whose alma mater of
higher education are known, although there are not many of them, the majority graduated from
either a teikoku daigaku (Imperial universities), Tokyo K6td Shihan Gakkoé (Tokyo Higher Normal
School), or Hiroshima ‘K(")tc“) Shihan Gakké (Hiroshima Higher Normal School). Graduates of
Imperial universities played major roles, followed by the graduates of Tokyo Kété Shihan Gakkd,
at prestigious boys’ schools, especially in their initial period. Hiroshima Ko6té Shihan Gakkd
graduates, on the other hand, tended to be appointed in provincial cities. Many of them served at
kot jogakkd as the first principals, but none at boys’ k6t6 futsii gakké. Fourth, frequent personnel
exchanges took place between school inspectors at Chésen Sétokufu and principals at chdté
gakko, as the job titles were equal in rank. Provincial school inspectors were ranked lower than

middle school principals.
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