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(H # : London Examinations, Science: Biology — 1998 Syllabus, p. 3, London
Examinations, Science:’ Phisics — 1998 Syllabus, p. 3, London Examinations, Science:
Chemistry— 1998 Syllabus, p. 38.)
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GCSE in Phisics A (15640), 2000, p. 2, Edexcel, Specification: Edexcel GCSE in Chemistry A (1530), 2000, p. 2.
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(Hi8t - Edexcel, Specification’ Edexcel GCSE in Biology A (1520), 2000, p. 6, Edexcel, Specification: Edexcel
GCSE in Phisics A (1540), 2000, p. 6, Edexcel, Specification’ Edexcel GCSE in Chemistry A (1530), 2000, p. 6.
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A Study of Coursework Assessment in the GCSE Examination in England
—Changes in what to assess and how to assess from its introduction to the present—
Naohiro IIDA

The purpose of this study is to demonstrate changes in coursework assessment
from the introduction of the GCSE examination to the present in terms of what to
assess and how to assess

" In England, the GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) was
introduced in 1986 as a 16-plus examination. The GCSE examination includes a
unique method of assessment, called coursework assessment. Coursework assessment
is the assessment of study through experience, experiment, problem-solving study and -
research projects; and together with the score of a paper test at the end of the course
the final grade will be determined.

The policy background of the introduction of the GCSE and its coursework
assessment includes the perspective of developing individuals who can survive in
international free market. And in this context, practical skills and problem-solving
skills have been given greater importance. In other words, this means a shift in
government policy from the traditional leaning toward knowledge and understanding
in academic subjects measured by paper tests to a respect in view of human capital for
abilities and skills which could not be assessed sufficiently by paper tests. Given this
background, examining the changes in coursework assessment suggests the way in
which the direction of government policy above has been changed from the introduction
to the present.

This study, in order to demonstrate the above points, analyzes national
curriculum, national criteria of the GCSE examination and syllabuses issued by an
awarding body (Edexcel). First of all, the changes in curriculum contents concerned
with practical skill and problem-solving skill will be examined through analysis of the
national curriculum. These skills should be assessed by coursework assessment.
Second, national criteria show what the awarding bodies should obey and standards
for coursework assessment weight in each subject. Analyzing national criteria leads to
clarifying the changes in national standards for coursework assessment. Third,
analysis of syllabuses demonstrates the change in assessment objectives and
assessment standards. In the above ways, this study demonstrates national policy
intention as a whole, not merely clarifying detailed syllabus changes.

This study particularly examines the changes in English and Science (including
Biology, Physics and Chemistry). The reason for examining these two subjects is that
they tend to place more importance on communication skills and practical skills which
should be assessed by coursework assessment. These subjects can be seen to show the

changes in coursework assessment more markedly than the other subjects.
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