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Rethinking “Education for Foreign Students” in Japan:
The problem and the future prospect of “post criticism” to school culture
Naoki TARUMI

The purpose of this paper is to give an account of the future prospects for the “Education
for Foreign Students” in Japan. This area deals with educational practices in schools but
other matters as well. However, I will especially focus on the concept that Japanese schools
have, for accepting foreign students.

More concretely, [ will focus on the criticism of the Japanese “school culture”. Even today,
many researchers are criticizing Japanese “school culture” in the context of “Education for
Foreign Students” in Japan. Because of their insistence, we have come to think that the
existent Japanese “school culture” has to be changed in accepting students that have various
cultural backgrounds. [ agree with this insistence by the researchers, but the concept of
“school culture” is not definitely understood. We actually don’t have a clear understanding
what “school culture” is. or what changing “school culture” means. There are many ambiguous
discourses, so we have to understand what is meant in a definite way.

In multicultural circumstances, it is clear that we have to rethink the role of schools or
restructure them. For that, I will define the concept of “school culture”, and the idea of

“changing school culture” in the context of “liducation for Foreign Students™ in Japan.
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