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Defining Critic of Multiculturalism in American Curriculum Reforms
——Analysis for the Controversy about New York Social Studies Curriculum——

Tomomi Kawakami

This paper discussed about the stream of American Curriculum Reforms from 1890s
until today, as it was repeébed on a rotating basis between Traditional Education and
Progressive Education. I would define the standard based reform we are faced now, through
examining the controversy about New York City Social Studies Curriculum.

Traditionally, the mission for public education was owed for newcomers to create
national identity as American, which placed the great value at democracy and freedom
founder of a country had gained. To create national identity was suitable for the school
functions in terms of modernization and assimilation. Also, Social Studies Curriculum had
begun to set for development of democratic notion in 1890s; therefore social studies have a
great role for government. But such a curriculum perspective had a disadvantage for students,
because students had to think the right way indicated in curricula. After the traditional
assimilative education had operated for a while, the other side had begun to create the new
curricula called progressive pedagogy.

After 1960s, post-modernism critics disputed that minority students have
disadvantages in New Curriculum Movement that had set after Sputnik shock, because its
knowledge, culture and school curriculum had an affinity to white culture, especially for
WASP. Relevance movement that started in late of 1960s has multicultural view for minority
students and ethnic diversity. As the same time that “Nation at Risk” was published in 1980s,
people had started to accused 1980s multicultural curricula for its diversity and tendency of
declining academic standards. In New York State, the Board of Education had prepared the
framework for subjects to raise the standard, but it brought the controversy about the
multicultural view for ethnic minorities. ‘

That controversy showed us that curriculum reform was the phenomena of revival of
modernization and assimilation for newcomers, and traditional pedagogy has come back to
the classroom. We can recognize the traditional influence in a standardized test, didactic
pedagogy and clam education now in New York City public schools. I examined the tendency
to emphasis on the value of Western culture and those shifts in the revision of New York State
Social Studies Curriculum and the National Standard for history.





