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On Masculinity in Conservative Men's Movements in Korea

SASAKI, Masanori

In the context of gender studies, the importance of studying about "men" and "masculinities" is
coming to be recognized. Social science studies on men in recent years have two characteristics.
One is the perspective which attempts to view men as a "gendered existence", analyzing them in
relation to socio-culturally constructed "masculinities". The other attempts to connect differences
among men and women to problems of power and control.

A need is being expressed in the study of masculinities to assemble cases of masculinity from
around the world. This will move arguments concerning the universalism, variability and
particularity of masculinities into a more global context.

In this paper, 1 pay attention to masculinities in Korea. Additionally, I focus on the
masculinities of the Men's Movement of so-called "conservatives" which endeavors to maintain
an old sense of values and their associated advantages. The conservative men's movement arose to
oppose the feminist movement in Korea, amidst the growing prosperity of feminism and the
making of numerous rules to abolish discrimination against women. Therefore, the masculinities
which appear there can be considered valid material to analyze power relationships in Korean
society.

One tendency common to the conservative men's movement is an inevitable relation, in some
form, to the costs of masculinity. These costs manifest in the formation of groups consisting of
exclusively men, and in the exclusion of all participation by women. In other words, the
conservative men's movement functions to sustain men’s-only groups. Indeed, I believe that
exactly this solidarity of and resolve toward this homo-social structure is the masculinity which
the conservative men's movement possesses.

Lastly, this paper has been a preliminary attempt. In the paper, I reviewed mainly material
which is listed on the home page of each organization. Therefore, in terms of validity, I cannot
claim a sufficiency of data. In the future, I intend to research about the way of thinking which
forms the background of the people who participate in the conservative: men’s movement, by use
of interviews of representatives and executives, if possible. This will be an important issue for the

continuation of this research topic.





